National Tile Contractors Association October 2010

R ——

o T = F




Protect natural stone
during hurricane season

Imternational Stoneworks, a lead-
ing Houston's natural store resto-
lﬂ‘l.ﬂ;ﬂ'l .',il'ld |'|'|.5|.inl;1_=:r|.':|m'_:i.'=.- bUEIHEEjE,
offers advice to protect natural
stone from ravages of hurnicanes
like ke and Rita.

Since most natural stonas  are
I porous, heavy rain and wind can
cause water and moisture 0 pen-
atrate the stone from not only tha
surface but also from the sides
through the grout, and below fram
the substrate.

To protect the stone from the
surface and sides, International
Stoneworks recommends that the
Su:la:e of the stone and grout

be properly sealed with a water-
repellent penetrating sealer wsuch
as its Seal & Go ® 5. Some sealers
last longer than others but a light
sealing every two years is recome
mended

To protect the stone surface and
growt, cover i-wath beeo lavers of
contractor's paper or felt paper
Avaid plastic smce it inhabits mois-
ture evaporation, Using Blue® paint-
ar's tape 1o hold the paper-to the
stone-will eliminate sticky residus
when removed. Then waterproof it
with a layer of duct tape.

Protecting the substrate is more
difficult-and may not wially prevent
moisture from migrating nside and
penetrating the stone. Make sure
that-windows, doors, ete. around
the stone (inside and owmiside) are
properly caulked.
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Az soon as possible followang

il thie =torm, remove the paper, damp
1 mop the floar with a newtral cleaner
such a2 Lavenet Green and let the
surface dry. Use fans and dehumidi-
1 fiers if necessary. Surface moisture
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SOMEHmes Evaporates in e ared
the stone doas not need restoraton
or replacement. If there is some
discoloration. and it does not dis-
appear, an on-site avaluation by a
stone restoration and maimtenancs
company may be needed.

“A large part ol stone carg is
learmmg  howe 10 mdatan your
natural stone,” said Raw Tabbah,
International Stoneworks presdent.
“Taking precautons 1o protect your
stong floors and surfaces during
the hurricane season can end-up
saving you a lot of money, Even
though Humcane Ike was in 2008,
| recently went to & home that
still had ext ve damage done to
its marble: floors. Hopefully these
sinple steps wall help |1-|;!|I'I'IF'|;!|'-.fu'!'|Fr'='-.
take a proactive role in
ing thew home dunng the -;4:|-n1|ng
manths,” said Tabbah.

For more |r|'r-'1rr11.:1!|-'-n on pr-.'u".ll.H:!:-'.

o protect the stone surface amd |
grout, cover it with hao lmers of
contractors paper or falt  paper.
Using Blue™ paimters I.JfrF to hold
n'u- paper to the i
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